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1 INTRODUCTION  

For information on how to make a request for online transfer, on the procedures 
involved and on the eServices that are available, see Direct online transfer of 2018 
withholding data for payments of wages. 

We have made a number of annual changes to the specification for the year 2018. 

However, it still has the same structure as previously.  

The last date for requests is 31 January 2018. For more information, see Direct 
online transfer of 2018 withholding data for payments of wages. 

The income ceilings for tax cards with income scales are not yet known. Please 
check them at tax.fi, where they will be available in mid-December. 

Guidance and Data File Specifications are posted each year at tax.fi > IT_developers 
>Data_format_specifications > Direct transfers and other notices 

 

 

2 E-MAIL ADDRESS FOR TECHNICAL QUESTIONS  

Enquiries by e-mail to: 
 
tiedonsiirto(at)vero.fi   

 

3 FIXED-LENGTH FILES 

The length of the filing is fixed at 140 characters. Enter all the information in character 
format. Positions 1 to 61 consist of information filed by the employer and positions 62 
to 119 are the answer information sent back by the Tax Administration. Positions 
52, 54 to 61 and 120 to 140 are reserve spaces to be used by the employer. 

The data elements are placed according to their positions with no blank spaces 
between the fields. 

Each filing begins with an 8-character identifier in uppercase letters. 

Data flow  File identifier 

DIRECT TRANSFER OF WITHHOLDING 
DATA FOR PAYMENTS OF WAGES 

VKESSPAE 

 

When the file has a fixed length, enter all information in character format. 

Enter leading zeros in the fields where you report amounts of money. Write the euros 
and cents with no separator characters in between. Example: For 1,681 euros and 89 
cents, write 168189. If you do not know the amount of money, fill the field with zeros.  
Do not write any minus or plus signs. Amounts of money cannot be negative. 

Left-justify all alphabetical information.  

The word Yes or the letter ‘P’ indicate mandatory information. 

Based on the Business ID of the party that made the request, the answer file will be 
sent back as one unit. The party requesting the data can use this identifier to 
differentiate between various employers or sub-accounting units as described in 
section 3.2 of the Instructions. 

 

 

http://www.vero.fi/en-US/Precise_information/eFiling/IT_developers/Data_format_specifications/Specifications__Direct_data_transfers_an(22215)
mailto:tiedonsiirto@vero.fi
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4 DATA FILE SPECIFICATION  

The length of the filing is fixed at 140 characters. 
 
P = Mandatory information 

V = Non-mandatory information 

blank = Data element is used if the information is available 

 
 

Fixed-length: 
Data 
position 

Data element Mandatory 
P 

Length 

1 - 8 FILING IDENTIFIER  (=VKESSPAE) Yes 8 

    
9 - 12 YEAR OF WITHHOLDING (=2018) 

The year of withholding is the calendar year in which the 
tax card becomes effective, i.e. the year for which the 
withholding data is given. 

 

Yes 4 

13 - 23 WORKER'S PERSONAL IDENTITY CODE 

Use the format ddmmyy-NNNT for personal identity 
codes, the hyphen character denoting the century.   The 
century sign may also be a plus sign (+) or the letter 
'A' (a capital A) instead of a hyphen.  However, do not 
use a Finnish Business ID assigned to an individual 
instead of the personal identity code. 

 

Yes 11 

24 - 36 BUSINESS ID OF THE SENDER OF THE REQUEST  

The identification of the party requesting direct transfer 
consists of the official Business ID of the software centre 
or the employer, or the sub-accounting unit identifier in 
the format Business ID plus the sub-accounting unit 
identifier (with hyphens).  This data element is 
mandatory.  The identification of the sender of the 
request is thus the ID of the party that communicates 
with the Tax Administration.  In the answer file, the Tax 
Administration compiles the data elements that have the 
same Business ID at the same position. 

 Use the NNNNNNN-Nbbbb format, where the 'b's 
denote blank spaces.  Example: 0123456-2bbbb. 

 If the company has a sub-accounting unit enter 
NNNNNNN-N-NNN. Example: 0123456-2-002. 

 

Yes 13 

37 - 49 EMPLOYER'S BUSINESS ID   

Employer's Business ID or sub-accounting unit ID (with 
hyphen). In the absence of Business ID enter Finnish 
personal identity code in positions 37 - 49.  It is 
permissible for the party sending in the request file to 
use this data element as a separator between the data of 
various employers. Employer business ID is a mandatory 

Yes 13 
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Fixed-length: 
Data 
position 

Data element Mandatory 
P 

Length 

element. 

 Use the NNNNNNN-Nbbbb format, where the 'b's 
denote blank spaces. Example: 0123456-2bbbb. 

 Sub-accounting units are entered in the form 
NNNNNNN-N-NNN. Example: 0123456-2-002 

 Use the format ddmmyy-NNNTbb for personal identity 
codes, where the 'b' character denotes a blank space.  
The century character may be a hyphen (-), a plus 
character (+) or a capital 'A' (A). 

 
50 MONTHLY/HOURLY PAY 

Permissible values: 

1 = employees paid monthly 
2 = employees paid by the hour 
0 = no differentiation between monthly/hourly pay 
 

Yes 1 

51 REQUEST CATEGORY  

Permissible values: 

1 = request for withholding data on non-seafarers’ pay 
from primary employment  
2 = request for withholding data on seafarer's income 
(shipping companies) 
3 = request for withholding data on non-seafarer’s 
income from secondary employment  
 
The request file may contain requests for the withholding 
rate for income from primary and secondary employment 
of the same individual. In that case, the requests are 
separate and differ from each other at least in terms of 
their request category. 

 

Yes 1 

52 
 
 

RESERVE SPACE  

 

V 
 
 

1 
 
 

53 PAYER IS A PAYER OF SOCIAL BENEFITS 

1 = Yes 

Enter '1' for payers of taxable social security benefits, 
unemployment relief, insurance indemnities etc. using 
the online transfer for requesting the withholding rates of 
their beneficiaries. 

If this is not the case, leave this position blank. 

V 1 

54-61 RESERVE SPACE 

Reserve space for the employer's use (until further 
notice).  The reserve space is designed for possible 
future additions to this specification in order to avoid 
changes to the existing data elements. 

V 8 
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The setup of the answer file from the Tax Administration: 

 

Data  
position 

Data element Mandatory  
P 

Length 

62 - 71 ONE INCOME CEILING   

Adjusted income amount for  
1 February – 31 December 2018.  

The adjusted amount makes it unnecessary to apply 
many income ceilings because the adjustment is based 
on the annual total. 

Income ceiling = 11.5 × annual gross income / 12.5. The 
ceiling amount is included when position 72 = 1. It is 
given in cents, with no separator character and 
padded with leading zeros. 

 

 
10 

72 WITHHOLDING RATE DETAILS  

Values: 

1 = Basic and additional withholding rates for  
principal employment; the figures are found in  
positions 73 to 88.  

2 = withholding rate for wage income received by 
freelancers; the figures are found in positions 89 to 
91. 

3 = withholding rates for income from secondary 
employment; the figures for the basic withholding 
rate are in positions 92 to 94, and for the additional 
withholding rate in positions 105 to -107. In the case 
of pensioners who receive wage income (or 
seafarer's income), their basic and additional 
withholding rates are also given here.  

4 = tax card with income scales; the figures are found in 
positions 108 to 116. 

5 = the local tax office has prevented the computation 
of the tax card.  

6 = withholding rate calculation failed; positions 73 to 
116 have been left blank. 

7 = no record of this employer was found in the Register 
of employers; positions 73 to 116 are blank.   

 

 1 

73 - 75 WITHHOLDING RATE FOR WAGES/BASIC 
WITHHOLDING RATE 

All percentage rates are given so as to contain one 
decimal place, with no separator characters. Thus, if the 
value of this data element is '235' it means the payer 
must withhold 23.5%. 

This data element will be populated when position 72=1. 

 

 3 

76 - 85 ANNUAL GROSS INCOME  

The income ceiling is given in full cents with no 
separator character between euros and cents, 

 10 
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Data  
position 

Data element Mandatory  
P 

Length 

padded with leading zeros.  

The following coefficients convert the above amount  

into income for different pay periods: 

1/12  monthly pay 
1/24 pay twice per calendar month 
1/26 two-week period of pay 
1/52 weekly pay 
1/364 daily pay 
1/360 seafarer's wages paid daily.  
If the calculation does not come out even, the system 
will round up ½ of a cent to one cent. This data element 
is populated when position 72=1. 

 

86 - 88 ADDITIONAL WITHHOLDING RATE  

The format: an integer and one decimal, no separator 
characters.  Example: 235 = 23.5%.  

This data element will be populated when  
position 72 = 1. 

 

 3 

89 - 91 WITHHOLDING RATE ON THE WAGE INCOME 
OF A FREELANCER    

This data element is for the confirmed withholding rate 
for freelancer income.  The format: an integer and one 
decimal, no separator characters. Example: 235 = 
23.5%.  

If this data element is populated, positions 73-88 are 
blank. This data element is populated when position 
72=2. 

 

 3 

92 - 94 WITHHOLDING RATE FOR INCOME FROM 
SECONDARY EMPLOYMENT OR FOR WAGES PAID 
TO PENSIONERS 

The withholding rate for pay from secondary 
employment or wages paid to pensioners is reported in 
the format integer and one decimal, with no separator 
characters. Example: 235 = 23.5%. 

This data element is populated when position 72 = 3. 

The income ceiling is indicated in positions 95 -104 and 
the additional withholding rate in positions 105 – 107. 
If there is no income ceiling marked on the tax card for 
secondary employment, positions 95 - 104 and 105 – 
107 are empty. 

 

 3 

95 - 104 WITHHOLDING RATE FOR INCOME FROM 
SECONDARY EMPLOYMENT OR FOR WAGES PAID 
TO PENSIONERS 

 10 
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Data  
position 

Data element Mandatory  
P 

Length 

The income ceiling is the amount up to which the rate 
indicated in positions 92 to 94 can be applied, shown in 
cents. If positions 95 to 104 are blank, the rate showing in 
positions 92 to 94 will be applicable without limitations to 
income from secondary employment. If the said positions 
are not blank, the rate for pay from secondary employ-
ment or wages paid to pensioners showing in positions 
105 – 107 will apply to amounts exceeding the ceiling. 

The income ceiling is given in cents with no separator 
character between euros and cents, padded with leading 
zeros. 

This data element is populated when position 72 = 3. If 
there is no income ceiling in the tax card for secondary 
employment, the positions 95 - 104 are blank. 

 

105-107 ADDITIONAL WITHHOLDING RATE FOR INCOME 
FROM SECONDARY EMPLOYMENT OR FOR  

WAGES PAID TO PENSIONERS 

This rate is applicable when the income ceiling for pay 
from secondary employment or wages paid to pensioners 
(positions 95 – 104) is exceeded. The format: an integer 
and one decimal, no separator characters. Example: 235 
= 23.5%. 

This data element is populated when position 72 = 3. 
However, if there is no income ceiling in the tax card for 
secondary employment, the positions 105 - 107 are blank. 

 

 
3 

108-116 THE SET OF WITHHOLDING RATES FOR TAX CARDS 
WITH INCOME SCALES  

Tax cards with income scales have 3 different withholding 
rates. They are given in one string, with one decimal 
place, and with no separator character. Thus, if the value 
of this data element is '000245400' it means that 0.0% will 
be the withholding rate for the first bracket. For the 
second bracket, between its bottom and ceiling amounts, 
the payer must withhold 24.5%. For the third bracket, the 
payer must withhold 40.0% on any income exceeding the 
threshold. The income ceilings for different tax cards with 
income scales are constant but the withholding 
percentage rates may vary. 

This data element will be populated in the answer files 
when position 72 = 4. 
 

 

 

 

 

 9 
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Data  
position 

Data element Mandatory  
P 

Length 

 

 

 

 

117-119 MUNICIPALITY OF TAX DOMICILE  

Finnish municipality code. This data element may be 
blank if the taxpayer's home municipality information 
has been classified as non-disclosable.   

 

 

 

 3 

120-140 
 
 
 

RESERVE SPACE 

Reserve space to be used by the employer 

 21 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


